PASTORAL CARE  FOR INTERNATIONALS 

This document highlights some of the pastoral care challenges and issues based on pastoral care experience at the Auckland Baptist Tabernacle Church’s International ministry - prepared by Mike van der Vlugt, Feb 05.

“Part of the great army of David’s, used to turn King Saul’s kingdom over to him, described as the army of God, included the men of Issachar ‘who understood the times’ 1 Chron 12:32. We live in a time in which the Holy Spirit is drawing Internationals to God.

Many come from countries and have little experience of unconditional love and care and hence the time is ripe for us to extend our love. “You must love them (foreigners) as you love yourself” Lev 19:34. 

OPPORTUNITIES

-Internationals are very receptive to care. They are often in hard places, away from family and social support.

-They look for a place to belong

-They all have needs, when we take time to listen we will soon know of the needs and often they are easily solved. Often it is loneliness. Trust is gained and friendship formed.

-Many are spiritually empty, especially those from China. 

-Many are receptive to Christianity. They perceive Christians as those who are kind and helpful.

CHALLENGES

-Language barriers, misunderstanding. Difficulty to guage English proficiency. 

-Worldview is often very different. 

-Ethics - some live in cultures with little or no desire to live ethically. Much pastoral work is needed. 

-Gaining trust. Relationships are so important. Takes time. 

-In Contrast to westerners, many eastern people are reticent in times of need. Also with shame they can quickly drop out. 

-Spiritual bondages. Be prepared for deliverance ministry. 

-Filial Piety- family allegiance can make it difficult to make commitment to become a Christian.

-Reentry, can be difficult for Internationals to adjust should they return to home countries. 

TIPS 

-Hospitality-open homes and food go along way to forming friendship trust and friendship.

-Unconditional love-don’t worry about cultural faux pas. Love covers all.

-Relationships –get Internationals connected and have a sense of belonging. When immersed in a Christian family like community, Christian love rubs off in many ways. 

-Kiwis are important in the ministry, Internationals want to meet and assimilate with kiwis. 

-Ethnic leaders are important, people who can communicate the Gospel truth at a heart level. 

